Solicitation for Concept Papers:
UM’s Nomination for the 2012 Searle Scholars Program

Purpose
The University of Mississippi is among the institutions invited to submit proposals for the 2012 Searle Scholars Program, which will provide fifteen $300,000 awards (over three years) to selected researchers.  This is the seventh year UM has been invited to participate in this prestigious annual competition, whose prime objective is to support the research and career development of junior faculty with outstanding potential.
The purpose of this solicitation is to select one UM nominee for the 2012 Searle Scholars Program.  
The nominee selected will be expected to submit a full proposal to Searle by September 30, 2011.
Eligibility
The focus of this competition is on junior faculty pursuing independent research careers in biochemistry, cell biology, genetics, immunology, neuroscience, pharmacology, physiology, and related areas in chemistry, medi​cine, and the biological sciences (see complete list of areas on cover page form).  Candidates should have begun their first appointment at the assistant professor level on or after July 1, 2010 and therefore be in their first or second year in a tenure-track (or equivalent) position in an academic department.
Selection Process
Representatives of the Vice Chancellor for Research and Sponsored Programs, the Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs, the Dean of Applied Sciences, the Dean of Liberal Arts, and the Dean of Pharmacy will select potential nominees from among those who submit timely Searle Scholars Program Concept Papers to the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs (ORSP).  All materials submitted to the ORSP in response to this solici​tation will be used solely by the UM Selection Committee.  The Chancellor will make final nomination decisions.
Selection criteria, information required, and other details about the Searle Scholars Program Concept Paper are given on the following page.  The University intends to choose one nominee who will be expected to develop a full proposal package for submission to the Searle Scholars Program.  The UM nominee selection will be announced by September 6, 2011.   The full proposal to the Searle Scholars Program is due on September 30, 2011.
Concept Paper  Deadline :   5:00  p.m.  Tuesday, August 23, 2011
UM’s Nomination for 2012 Searle Scholars Program:
Concept Paper Solicitation ~ Overview and Instructions
Application Requirements

· Applicants must complete all requested information on the 2012 Searle Scholars Concept Paper Cover Page and attach a concept paper with the required components (see instructions below and form provided, next page).
· One original plus five copies of the Cover Page and Concept Paper are required.  The cover page form must be signed by the applicant, the applicant’s department chair, and the applicant’s dean prior to submission.
· Each applicant’s department chair must provide a brief letter supporting the applicant’s nomination and project.
Instructions
· Complete the 2012 Searle Scholars Program Concept Paper Cover Page, providing all information, attachments, and signatures.

· Prepare additional pages covering the components outlined below, observing page limits.  Font size must be no smaller than 10-point and page margins should be one inch.

· Attach the 2012 Searle Scholars Program Concept Paper Cover Page to the front of your concept paper.

· Deliver the original + five copies of all completed materials to the ORSP reception desk in 100 Barr Hall by 5:00 p.m. on August 23, 2011.  

· Arrange with your department chair to send a brief letter or memo supporting your nomination.  This statement of support should be sent directly to the ORSP, c/o Kendra Rauschenberger, 100 Barr Hall (or kendra@olemiss.edu), and must arrive by 5:00 p.m. on August 23, 2011.

Required Components

1. Research Summary.  [maximum TWO pages total] 

A.
Research Program.  Provide an overview of the specific areas of research you would like to carry out in your laboratory in the next few years, explaining why the work is particularly novel and important.
B.
Research Proposal. Describe briefly what part of the research included in Part A above would be supported with Searle funds; what you describe may be unique and not funded elsewhere, or it may be a component of ongoing research.
2. Applicant Information.  Attach your current curriculum vitae. 

Internal Selection Criteria
· Appropriateness of the research area and proposed activities for the Searle Scholars Program.

· Originality and importance of the research proposed and the likelihood it will achieve stated objectives.

· Potential for the applicant to engender strong and enthusiastic support letters.

· Potential for sustaining ongoing research activities.

· Potential for the research program to receive support from other external funding agencies.

Requirements of Nominee 

The University of Mississippi will nominate one applicant for the 2012 Searle Scholars Program.  The UM nominee will be expected to work closely with the ORSP in developing a full proposal package for submission to the Searle Scholars Competition by September 30, 2011.  A draft of the proposal package components must be completed in advance of the Searle deadline to allow for internal review.  Final submission of all required application materials will be made by the nominee and the ORSP to Searle by September 30, 2011.
Concept Paper  Deadline :   5:00  p.m.  Tuesday, August 23, 2011
2012 Searle Scholars Program ~ Concept Paper Cover Page

	Applicant Name

	Position/Title
     

	Department
     
	Date Joined UM Faculty
      /       /      

	Telephone
     
	E-Mail
     

	
Is this your FIRST appointment at the assistant professor level?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO

	

	Title of Proposed Research:


	
Indicate below which ONE area most closely characterizes the principal research being proposed:

	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Biochemistry
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Molecular Biology

	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Cellular and Developmental Biology
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Neurosciences

	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Chemistry
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pathology

	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Clinical Medicine
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pharmacology

	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Genetics
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Physiology

	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Immunology
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other:   

	

	Potential Writers of Support Letters:  List three individuals from whom support letters will be solicited if you are selected as UM’s Searle nominee.  You may include your doctoral and post-doctoral mentors or similarly placed indivi​duals (preferably not at UM) who are acquainted with your research achievement and potential.  Note that your depart​ment chair will also submit a statement supporting your application.

	 Name
	 Institution
	 Relationship to Applicant

	1.

	
	

	2.

	
	

	3.

	
	

	

	Applicant’s Certification:  I understand that if I am nominated, based on this Concept Paper, I will be expected to submit a full proposal package to the 2012 Searle Scholars Program Competition by September 30, 2011.

	Applicant’s Acknowledgment:

Signature (




Date

	Department Chair’s Acknowledgment:
Signature (




Date

Note that the applicant’s department chair should prepare a brief statement of support concerning this potential nomi​nation and the department’s commitment to the applicant.  This statement should be sent directly to the ORSP, c/o Kendra Rauschenberger, 100 Barr Hall (or kendra@olemiss.edu), and must arrive by 5:00 p.m. on August 23, 2011.  If this applicant is selected as UM’s Searle nominee, this statement or a similar one will be required for the proposal package.

	Dean’s Acknowledgment:

Signature (




Date

Optional Comments:



Instructions:  
· Prepare Concept Paper according to instructions provided on previous page.

· Complete all information requested above and attach this page to the front of your Concept Paper.
· Attach your current curriculum vitae.

· Deliver original + five (5) copies of entire application package to ORSP reception desk (100 Barr Hall) by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 23, 2011.






