	DETERMINATION OF EXEMPTION FOR OBSERVATION ONLY STUDIES


The University of Mississippi Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee
	STUDY TITLE:
     

	PI:        

	DEPARTMENT:
     
	TELEPHONE:      
	EMAIL:
     


Guidance

The Animal Welfare Act Regulations (§2.31, d, 1) state that studies “...that are conducted on free-living wild animals in their natural habitat and do not involve an invasive procedure, any harm to the animal, or any material alteration of the behavior of an animal under study” do not require an IACUC approved protocol. PHS Policy II requires compliance with the Animal Welfare Act” (Silverman, et al. Pg. 233). Therefore, an IACUC approved protocol is not required if the study involves unobtrusive observation of free-living wild animals in their natural habitat. All other studies involving the use and care of vertebrate animals require an IACUC approved protocol. 
EXEMPTION CHECKLIST: 

could your study:

1. affect the behavior of an animal 

under study?



 FORMCHECKBOX 
  yes~ submit animal study protocol application form
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  no
2. involve an invasive procedure?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  yes ~ submit animal study protocol application form
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  no

3. cause any harm to the animal?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  yes ~ submit animal study protocol application form
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  no

Examples of behavior effects or invasive procedures include: supplemental feeding; nest checks; playback of recorded vocalizations that might result in territory desertion or infanticide in some cases/species, etc. Passive observation can easily transition into disruption; the PI must recognize when they reach this point and need to stop their work and apply for approval.
if you checked ‘no’ to all three questions and your study will only involve observation of free-living wild animals in their natural habitat, an iacuc approved protocol is not required. in order to keep the iacuc informed of studies involving vertebrate animals, whether observation or other, please read and check the investigator assurance. sign below and obtain department chair’s signature. 
submit this form to the iacuc office or fax to 915-7577. contact iacuc staff with questions or for assistance at askiacuc@olemiss.edu or 915-7482.
	Investigator Assurance

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I agree to not make any changes to this observation only study without prior notification and approval of the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I agree to stop this study and submit an Animal Study Protocol Application should observation result in contact with a free-living wild animal.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I agree to comply with the requirements of the Public Health Service Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, provisions of the USDA Animal Welfare Act and Regulations, and UM policies.

	Signatures


	Project Director:








Date: 



	Department Chair:








Date: 
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